

Name: ______________
Parent Signature: ______________
I have read the Wax Museum information
Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, hold onto your hats.  We are about to take a historical trip through Colorado.  No, don’t think for even a minute that we will be spectators.  Instead, we will be transformed into the real life characters of some of Colorado’s most influential personalities.  Fourth graders will be hosting a “living wax museum.”  The “living wax museum” is a collection of visual displays where students dressed as famous Coloradoans, stand at attention, until the spotlight hits them, and they come to life. In this project, it will be important for you to combine factual information with your amazing imagination.  Together, our fourth grade will educate others about the fascinating development of the Centennial State!

Step one:  Select a Coloradoan that appeals to you, because in the end, you will become that person.  In selecting a Coloradoan, students must find someone of historical significance; someone who has been successful in their goals and dreams; and/or someone who represents the “best” of Colorado.
Step two:  Get your personality folder and begin researching the character by reading biographies and other nonfiction secondary sources about your character.  You are required to include a minimum of two secondary sources, and only one source may come from the internet.  
You will be organizing your research in the pockets of your personality folder.  As you find the information on your character, record the information using your own words on index cards that can be housed in the pockets of your folder.  Be sure to be thorough with your research, as you will need to take on the personality of your character in the end.  Try to find something unique and interesting about your person - something to capture the attention of your audience.  This will be included on the two blank pockets, where you will create your own two questions that are unique to your character.
Step three:  You are required to write a research essay on your famous Coloradoan.  This paper should include the six questions from your personality pockets.  These will act as the different paragraphs you are writing.  You will then be creating a bibliography on a second sheet of paper.  
Step four:  Lights...Camera...Action:  Now for the fun part!  You will be playing the role of your chosen personality in our Colorado History Wax Museum.  Create a two minute monologue to present to our audience.  Be sure your presentation highlights the central reason your figure is still studied today.  Dressing like your character will help convince everyone of who you are.  You will need to have two props to help you get into character, and stand before a backdrop that brings the long ago time period to life! 
Famous Coloradoan Research Process

You will have many steps that you need to plan out during this project. Make sure you go in order.  Some of the steps may need to be completed at home.  You will also have a due date calendar to keep you on track.
Once you have completed a step, check it off this list to keep yourself organized:
_______
 Completed the Famous Coloradoan Proposal

_______
 Famous person approved by the teacher
_______
Used at least TWO secondary resources to research facts about your Coloradoan

_______ 
Completed note-cards with factual information/details and have inserted the cards into the proper locations in the Personality Folder
_______ 
Completed Research Essay rough draft and has been edited by a parent 
_______ 
Completed Research Essay final draft

_______ 
Secondary resources cited correctly on Bibliography page

_______
Created monologue notecards for Wax Museum Presentation

_______
Completed Wax Museum Display Plan (costume, props, & backdrop)
_______ 
Completed backdrop, gathered your props, and costume is ready to wear
